
ARTICLE IV.   GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

A. JURISDICTION 

 

The jurisdiction of this ordinance shall include all lands and waters within the 

Town of Morrison. 

 

B.  EXISTING ORDINANCE 

 

Restriction or requirements with respect to buildings or land or both which 

appear in other ordinances of the Town of Morrison or are established by federal, 

state, or county laws, and which are greater than those set forth herein shall take 

precedence over those herein.  Otherwise the provisions of this ordinance shall 

apply. 

 

C.  BUILDING AND USES 

     1. The use of buildings hereafter erected, enlarged, converted, structurally 

altered, rebuilt or moved; and existing land shall be used only for purposes as 

specified in this ordinance.  Furthermore, land and building uses shall be in 

compliance with the regulations as established herein for each district. 

 

2.  All principal structures shall be located on a lot; and only one principal 

structure shall be located, erected or moved onto a lot. 

 

3.  Permitted, permitted accessory uses, and conditional uses are limited to the 

uses indicated for the respective zone district. 

 

4.  Every building hereafter erected on a lot or parcel of land created subsequent 

to the effective date of this ordinance shall provide a lot or parcel of land in 

accordance with the lot size requirements of the district within which it is located.  

In any District where residences are a permitted use, (Revised July 5, 2000) on 

a lot of record on the effective date of this ordinance, a single-family dwelling may 

be established regardless of the size of the lot, provided all other requirements of 

this ordinance are complied with; however, where two (2) or more contiguous 

substandard recorded lots are in common ownership and are of such size as to 

constitute at least one (1) conforming "zoning lot", such lots or portions thereof 

shall be considered as being maintained in common ownership after the effective 

date of this ordinance for zoning purposes. 

 

5.  Accessory buildings shall be compatible with the principal use and shall not 

be established prior to the establishment of the principal use. 

 

6.  No detached accessory building or buildings shall occupy more than thirty 

(30) percent of the area of a required rear yard. 

 



7. Where an accessory building is part of the main building or is substantially 

attached hereto, the side yard and rear yard requirements for the main buildings 

shall be applied to the accessory buildings. 

      

 8. The height and area regulations shall not apply to accessory buildings 

designated as farm structures.  However, the farm structure shall be located on a 

minimum farm site of ten (10) acres.  Farm accessory buildings shall not be closer 

than twenty five (25) feet to any lot line. 

 

9. Not more than one (1) accessory building may (Revised July 5, 2000) be 

located on a lot, in addition to the garage, in the R Zone. 

 

10. The cumulative square footage of accessory buildings located on a lot 

within the R Zone shall not exceed nine hundred (900) square feet.  An accessory 

building with a square footage of greater than nine hundred (900) square feet may 

be allowed as a conditional use. 

 

11. Detached accessory buildings shall not exceed eighteen (18) feet in height 

of the principal building or structure, whichever is less in the R Zone. 

 

12. On reversed corner lots, all accessory buildings shall conform to the 

existing setback lines on both streets, and on the rear lot line, it shall conform to the 

side yard requirements of the Zoning District. 

 

No accessory building shall be erected in or encroach upon the required side 

yard of a corner lot which is adjacent to the street, nor upon the required side yard 

of a reversed corner lot which is adjacent to the street. 

 

13. Detached accessory buildings or structures shall be located no closer to any 

other accessory or principal building than ten (10) feet. 

 

14. When a building containing a non-conforming use is damaged by violent 

wind, vandalism, fire, flood, ice, snow, mold, or infestation, it may be restored if 

the structure is restored to the size, location, and use it had immediately before the 

damage or destruction occurred. There are no limits on the cost of the repairs, 

reconstruction, or improvements. 

 

15. Where the Town Zoning Administrator has issued a building permit, 

pursuant to the provisions of this ordinance, such permit shall become null and void 

unless work thereon is substantially underway within six (6) months of the date of 

the issuance of such permit by the Town Zoning Administrator. 

 

16.  Where a building permit for a building or structure has been issued in 

accordance with the law prior to the effective date of this ordinance, and provided 

that construction is begun within six (6) months of such effective date and diligently 

prosecuted to completion, the said building or structure may be completed in 



accordance with the approved plans on the basis of which the building permit has 

been issued, and further may, upon completion, be occupied under a certificate of 

occupancy by the use for which originally designed and subject thereafter to the 

provisions of Article XIX. 

 

D.  AREA REGULATIONS 

 

     1. Lot size shall comply with the required regulations of the established 

district. 

 

2. No building permit shall be issued for a lot that abuts on half a street.  Said 

permit shall be issued only after the entire street right-of-way has been dedicated. 

 

E.  HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

 

1. Except as otherwise provided in this ordinance, the height of any building 

hereafter erected, converted, enlarged, or structurally altered shall be in compliance 

with the regulations established herein for the district in which such building is 

located. 

 

2. Accessory farm building, belfries, windmills, chimneys, cooling towers, 

elevator bulkheads, fire towers, monuments, penthouses, silos, scenery lofts, tanks, 

water towers, ornamental towers, spires, masts or aerials, public water towers, 

telephone, telegraph and power transmission poles and lines, are hereby exempted 

from the height regulations of this ordinance. 

 

3. Churches, schools, hospitals, sanitariums, and other public and quasi-

public buildings may be erected to a height not exceeding sixty (60) feet, provided 

the front, side and rear yards required in the district in which the building is to be 

located are each increased at least one (1) foot for each foot of additional building 

height above the height limit otherwise established for the district in which such 

building is to be located. 

 

F.  FRONT, SIDE AND REAR YARD REGULATIONS 

 

1. No part of a yard or other open space provided about any building for the 

purpose of complying with the provisions of this ordinance shall be included as part 

of a yard or any other open space required for another building. 

 

2. Buildings on through lots and extending from street to street may waive the 

requirements for a rear yard by furnishing an equivalent open space on the same lot 

lieu of the required rear yard, provided that the setback requirements on both streets 

are complied with; and further provided that no accessory building shall extend 

within the setback line on either street. 

 



3. Detached accessory buildings may be located in the rear yard, or the side 

of a main building provided such accessory building will meet district 

requirements. 

 

G.  FENCES, WALLS, AND HEDGES 

 

1. No fence, wall, hedge, or shrubbery which is located within the first twenty 

(20) feet of a required front or corner side yard shall exceed three (3) feet in height 

in any zone. 

 

2. No fence, wall, hedge, or shrubbery shall be erected, placed, maintained, or 

grown along a lot line on any non-residentially zoned property, adjacent to 

residentially zoned property to a height exceeding eight (8) feet. 

 

 

H.  PARKING STANDARDS 

 

1. Parking areas may be located in any yard space for commercial and 

industrial uses and in any yard but the front yard for other uses, but shall not be 

closer than ten (10) feet to any street line.  No parking space or area shall be 

permitted within five (5) feet of a property line in a side yard. 

 

2. Each parking space shall not be less than two hundred (200) square feet, 

exclusive of the space required for ingress and egress.  Minimum width of the 

parking space shall be ten (10) feet. 

 

3. Where parking facilities are permitted on land other than the zoning lot on 

which the building or use served is located, such facilities shall be in the same 

possession as the zoning lot occupied by the building or use to which the parking 

facilities are accessory. 

 

4. All off-street parking areas for more than ten (10) vehicles shall be graded 

and surfaced so as to be dust free and properly drained and shall have the aisles and 

spaces clearly marked. 

 



5. All parking areas and appurtenant passageways and driveways serving commercial uses 

shall be illuminated adequately from the hours of sunset to sunrise when the use is in operation.  

Adequate shielding shall be provided by commercial uses to protect adjacent residential zones 

from the glare of such illumination and from that of automobile headlights. 

 

6. Where a building permit has been issued prior to the effective date of this ordinance, and 

provided that construction is begun within six (6) months of such effective date and diligently 

prosecuted to completion, parking and loading facilities in the amounts required for the issuance 

of said building permit may be provided in lieu of any different amounts required by this ordinance. 

 

7. When the intensity of use of any building, structure, or premises shall be increased through 

the addition of dwelling units, floor areas, seating capacity or other units of measurement specified 

herein for the required parking or loading facilities as required herein shall be provided for such 

increase in intensity to use and for at least fifty (50) percent of any existing deficiency in parking 

or loading facilities. 

 

8. None of the off-street facilities as required in this ordinance shall be required for any 

existing building or use, unless said building or use shall be enlarged, in which case the provisions 

of this ordinance shall apply only to the enlarged portion of the building or use. 

 

I.  OFF-STREET LOADING 

 

In all districts loading areas shall be provided so that all vehicles loading, maneuvering, or 

unloading are completely off the public ways and so that all vehicles need not back into or from 

any public way. 

 
 


